




If you had to use one (1) word to paint 
a picture of the Kingdom of God

What word would you use?



Let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God 

and the nature of His Kingdom.
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 

love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice for our sins.

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 

another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He 

has given us his Spirit.



If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on 

the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them. This is how love is made complete among us so that 

we will have confidence on the day of judgment:
In this world we are to be like Jesus. There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 

punishment. We love because he first loved us. Whoever 
claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they 

have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.
1 John 4:7-20



The MERCY that God has extended to us:
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. Psalm 103:8-10

Compassion or forgiveness shown towards us when
it was within God’s power and right to punish or harm us.

The wrath of God removed against us.
The penalty/judgement set against us is obliterated
The burden of guilt lifted 

Looking into your judges eyes and seeing a saviour!

The Kingdom of LOVE invading us:



As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air Satan, the spirit who is now at work in those who 
are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 
the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the 

rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions. It is by grace you have been saved. And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 

Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one can 

boast. Ephesians 2: 1-8

Unmerited favour
Where our sin abounded Gods grace abounds even more!
Gods riches showered on us at Christs expense

The GRACE that God has been lavished upon us



The Mercy and Grace we have received
logically transforms into a Love for God, 

Love of ourselves and Love for each other.



A New Mind:
Understand the depth of forgiveness
How much has been forgiven - Offence of Sin
The cost of purchasing that forgiveness
Concept of Grace Vs Works
Justification Vs Sanctification = New Identity

A New Heart:
Circumcised (cut) hearts by the Spirit of God
Flesh instead of Stone
Compassion, Kindness, Tolerance, Patience
To love being merciful instead of judgemental



The Prodigal Son
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 
them. “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 
one gave him anything. “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of 

my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to 
his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 



“But the Father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it 
on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 

calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 

celebrate. “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came 
near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the 

servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he 
replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.’

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 
out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 

years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you 
never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But 

when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “‘My son,’ the 
father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But 
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” Luke 15:11-32



The story of the Prodigal Son
is the ideal illustration of the Kingdom 

of LOVE (Grace & Mercy) at its best

The Father has every right to treat his son with contempt + reject him
He had squandered everything, rebelled, disrespectful

The young Son had to recognise his shame, feel the weight of his sin, 
own his failures and come humbly to the Father 

Even though he didn’t deserve it, he was treated like he never left, 
never made a mistake, he didn’t have to earn his way back into favour

Love – Grace and Mercy was instantaneous and lavish



The story of the Prodigal Son
is an illustration of the Kingdom 

of LOVE (Grace & Mercy) at its worst

The oldest sons reaction towards grace and mercy was one 
of bitterness, anger, judgement, criticism, hatred.

He misunderstood the heart of his Father’s compassion
He didn’t have the maturity to forgive

He couldn’t offer a second chance
He couldn’t celebrate the redemption and reconciliation

of his brother
He was bound up with resentment



The Kingdom of God is most
Powerfully expressed

in the act of FORGIVENESS

God forgiving me
Me forgiving myself
Me forgiving others

Forgiveness is the ultimate expression 
of 

Mercy and Grace



Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

The Kingdom of God is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 
his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to 
pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all 
that he had be sold to repay the debt. “At this the servant fell on his 

knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the 

debt and let him go. 



“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to 

choke him. Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.

His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with 
me, and I will pay it back.’ But he refused. Instead, he went off and 
had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When 

the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and 
went and told their master everything that had happened. “Then the 
master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his 

master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should 
pay back all he owed.

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” Luke 18:21-35



If we can’t forgive ourselves or one another

If we can’t give people a new beginning

If we can’t lay down our right to revenge

If we want to see someone “pay” for their 
betrayal, broken promises, offences

Then we have not understood either the heart of 
our King nor the very nature of Kingdom


